
Centuries ago, a cured leaf was burned 
and smoked by Native Americans. Today, 
tobacco is one of the most important 
commodities in the world — and one of the 
biggest sources of public health debate.

Unique among cultural studies
Existing references on tobacco focus on 
certain regions or eras, or on modern 
controversies. They lack global historical 
context and cross-disciplinary approach. 
Alone among historical and cultural 
studies, Tobacco in History and Culture: 
An Encyclopedia is the single authoritative 
word on every aspect of tobacco, one of 
the world’s most pervasive substances. This 
innovative reference presents all aspects 
of tobacco from a global perspective. 
Nearly 140 entries cover the subject from 
tobacco’s prehistory in Mesoamerica 
to the most recent developments.

In-depth entries join outstanding support 
via historical photos, advertising, graphs 
and maps; plus helpful sidebars, glossaries 
and timelines. This range of resources helps 
Tobacco in History and Culture support 
secondary and college-level assignments. 
But the set is just as valuable for the 
general reader, for whom the subject ties 
in with such other cultural touchstones 
as addiction, migration and slavery.

All sides of the subject
The cultivation and commerce of tobacco 
have historically helped drive the economic 
and social development of Spanish America, 
Brazil, the colonies of the early United 
States, the Caribbean, Europe, Africa 
and Asia. But as questions about the 
health aspects of tobacco use arose in the 
twentieth century, the voices of doctors, 
environmentalists and government 

agencies entered the debate. 

With unbiased contributions 
by international experts, this 
set covers the complicated 
relationship between tobacco 
and religion, politics 
and medicine through 
the centuries.

Tobacco in History and Culture:  
An Encyclopedia

A chronology puts events into historical contextArchival images join full-length essays
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Use Tobacco in History  
and Culture to educate:
• �Secondary school* students with 

assignments in history, science, 
social studies, debate, health, 
advertising and other topics

• �Academic researchers in most 
undergraduate and graduate-level 
disciplines covering sociology, 
politics, economics and the sciences

• �General readers seeking background 
information on addiction, smoking 
cessation and more

*�Aligned with secondary school 
curriculum standards.

Features:
• �Two volumes

• �Nearly 140 A-Z articles of  
500-5,000 words

• �Approximately 250 illustrations, 
including historical photos, 
tables, graphs and maps

• �Eight pages of full-color 
photos in each volume

• �Sidebars, glossary, timeline 
and further readings

• �Cross-references

• �Subject index

• �And much more

Inaugurating an  
important new series
Tobacco in History and Culture is the 
first set in a new reference line, the 
Scribner Turning Points Library. Future 
titles will explore other discoveries and 
historical events that have changed the 
direction of human societies worldwide, 
whether through sudden upheavals 
or gradual evolution. Each set will 
explain the origins and effects on global 
history of an agent of change, an event, 
phenomenon, discovery or living thing.  

1st Ed. about 700 pp. in 2 vols. 2004. 
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Sidebars provide useful information

Among the 140  
articles are  
these subjects:

Addiction

Africa

Antismoking Movement  
	 Before 1950

Bad Habits in America

Chemistry of Tobacco  
	 and Tobacco Smoke

Christianity

Consumption  
	 (Demographics)

Ethnicity

Industrialization and  
	 Technology

Islam

Litigation

Mayas

Nicotine

Prohibitions

Psychology and Smoking  
	 Behavior

Quitting

Retailing

Secondhand Smoke

Social and Cultural Uses

Spanish Empire

Sponsorship

Sports

Taxation

Therapeutic Uses

United States Agriculture

Visual Arts

Warning Labels

Youth Marketing

Zimbabwe

In-text definitions aid comprehension


